Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.077; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.4.
The centrosymmetric title complex, [Ni(C 13 H 19 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ], is a mononuclear nickel(II) complex. The Ni II atom is coordinated by four N atoms and two O atoms of two deprotonated Schiff base ligands, forming a slightly distorted octahedral coordination configuration, in which the tertiary N atoms occupy the axial positions.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Choudhury et al. (2001) ; Das et al. (1997) ; Davies et al. (1973); Feng (2003) ; Li & Wang (2007) ; Pariya et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 13 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.766, T max = 0.814 10449 measured reflections 2937 independent reflections 2727 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.020
)] = 0.028 wR(F 2 ) = 0.077 S = 1.00 2937 reflections 160 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.32 e Å
À3
Á min = À0.17 e Å
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: AT2571).
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Comment
There is considerable interest in the synthesis of multidentate Schiff base ligands for their versatile coordination behavior to metal ions and wide application in biological systems (Das et al., 1997 ). Like other reported structures, (Li & Wang, 2007; Pariya et al., 1995) , the axial Ni(1)-N(2) distance (2.308 (1) Å) is larger than the equatorial Ni(1)-N (1) distance ( 4H 2 O (1.0 mmol) was added and stirred for 10 h. The resulting solution was placed in a refrigerator at 263 K for 10 days, and the crystals were filtered off, giving orange crystals of the title complex for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances in the range 0.93 -0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C). 
